bl ol
- Gefi= g9las Oj oj)lse

— e

i

h @
AMPLIFYING WOMEN AND GIRLS IN CRISES
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* Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan, “Afghan Women in History: The 20th Century” (n.d.).

> Amnesty International UK, “Women in Afghanistan: the back story,” 27 July 2022.

3 Amnesty International UK, “Women in Afghanistan.”

* Amnesty International UK, “Women in Afghanistan,” and Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan, “Afghan
Women in History.”

® Hannah Bogaert, "History Repeating Itself: The Resurgence of the Taliban and the Abandonment of Afghan
Women." Immigration and Human Rights Law Review: Vol. 4: Iss. 1, Article 3 (2022).

® Bogaert, “History Repeating Itself,” p. 10
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7 The precise meaning of the term ‘international community’ is hard to discern. It is often used to refer to Western
countries such as the U.S., Canada, countries of the European Union, the United Kingdom, and other countries with
international influence.

8 Clayton Thomas, Taliban Government in Afghanistan: Background and Issues for Congress. Congressional
Research Service (2 November, 2021).

? Lindsay Maizland, “The Taliban in Afghanistan,” Council on Foreign Relations, 17 August 2022.

' Maizland, “The Taliban in Afghanistan.”

™ Bogaert, “History Repeating Itself.”

2 In 2003, less than 10% of girls were enrolled in elementary schools; by 2017, that figure had risen to 33%, while
girls’ enrollment in secondary education increased from 6% in 2003 to 39% in 2017. For more information, see The
Word Bank, Policy Note: Afghanistan’s Development Gains: Progress and challenges (2020).

* Family mediation is a common approach to resolving gender-based violence cases under EVAW, despite the risks
this poses to many women. The EVAW law prohibits the use of mediation in only five kinds of offenses against
women: rape, forced sex, publicizing the identity of a victim, burning or the use of chemical substances to cause
harm, and forced self-immolation or suicide. “In all other cases, police and other officials can pressure the woman
to have her case resolved through mediation.” Human Rights Watch, “I Thought Our Life Might Get Better”:
Implementing Afghanistan’s Elimination of Violence Against Women Law (2021), p. 3.

b According to Article 83 of the 2004 Constitution, 68 of the 249 total seats (27%) in the Lower House (Wolesi Jirga)
are reserved for women, comprising at least two women for each of the 34 provinces of the country. For more
information, see www.idea.int/data-tools/data/gender-quotas/country-view/44/35.

5 Women’s Peace and Security Programme, “Afghanistan,” Women’s International League of Peace and Freedom,
available at: http://1325naps.peacewomen.org/index.php/afghanistan/ (accessed 19 October 2022).

** Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan, “Afghan Women in History.”
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" See data from The World Bank at: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.RUR.TOTL.ZS?locations=AF.

*®Diya Nijhowne and Lauryn Oates, Living with Violence: A National Report on Domestic Abuse in Afghanistan, Global
Rights: Partners for Justice (Washington, DC, 2008).

¥ Central Statistics Organization (CSO), Ministry of Public Health (MoPH), and ICF, “Afghanistan: Demographic and
Health Survey, 2015” (Kabul, Afghanistan, Central Statistics Organization, 2017).

20 Jnited Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), Child Marriage in Afghanistan: Changing the narrative (2018).

1 Nawal Nou r, “Child Marriage: A Silent Health and Human Rights Issue,” Reviews in Obstetrics & Gynecology, vol. 2,
No. 1 (Winter 2009).

2 Nijhowne and Oates, Living with Violence.

23 Bogaert, “History Repeating Itself.”
24 Bogaert, “History Repeating Itself.”
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*® Hendrik Cremer and Catharina Hiibner, Responsibility for basic and human rights following the withdrawal from
Afghanistan: On Germany’s duty to protect particularly vulnerable Afghans (Berlin, German Institute for Human
Rights, 2022), p. 16.

26 Bogaert, “History Repeating Itself.”

*’ Horia Mosadiq, Zamarey Fagqiri, and Lucy van der Kroft, “State of Human Rights Defenders in Afghanistan Year
2021,” Safety and Risk Mitigation Organization Annual Report (SRMO, 2021), p. 6.

*®YOICE, “Taliban’s Policies Restricting Women’s Rights since August 2021,” 22 June 2022. Available at:
https://voiceamplified.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/The-Talibans-restrictions-on-womens-rights-since-August
-2021.pdf

2 Human Right Watch, “Afghanistan: Women Protesters Detail Taliban Abuse,” 20 October 2022.

%9 Mosadiq and others, “State of Human Rights Defenders in Afghanistan.”

1 U.S. Policy Advocates for Afghan Women and Girls Working Group, Futures in the Balance: Taking Action to Ensure
Afghan Women’s and Girls’ Rights Under Taliban Rule (2022).

32 Farkhondeh Akbari and Jacqui True, “WPS in Afghanistan: Betrayal and Renewal,” Australian Feminist Foreign
Policy Coalition Issue Paper Series, Issue 4 (AFFPC, July 2022), p. 3.
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* Human Right Watch, “Afghanistan: Women Protesters Detail Taliban Abuse.”

3 Mosadiq and others, “State of Human Rights Defenders in Afghanistan.”

35 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Afghanistan Situation Regional Response Plan (RRP)
January - December 2022 (2022).

% The International Organization of Migration’s Displacement Tracking Matrix offers a higher figure of 4.3 million
internally displaced people within Afghanistan. See International Displacement Monitoring Center, “Figures Analysis
2021 - Afghanistan: Displacement associated with Conflict and Violence” (2022).

¥ This is likely a huge underestimate of the actual numbers within these countries, as many refugees remain
unregistered.

%% UNHCR Operational Data Portal, “Afghanistan Situation,” available at:
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/afghanistan (accessed 12 October 2022).

*? These percentages are based on data gathered as of December 2021; see UNHCR, UNWomen and Women Count,
Afghanistan Crisis Update: Women and Girls in Displacement (2022).

4 UNHCR Regional Bureau for Asia and Pacific, “Afghanistan Situation Update - 01 September 2022” (2022).
Available at: https://data.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/95823

“1 UNHCR Operational Data Portal, “Afghanistan Situation.”

“2 UNHCR Regional Bureau for Asia and Pacific, “Afghanistan Situation Update.”

. UNHCR, UNWomen and Women Count, Afghanistan Crisis Update.

** The Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) is provided by the U.S. for Afghans who were employed by or on behalf of the
U.S. government. For more information, see
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/immigrate/special-immg-visa-afghans-employed-us-gov.html
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“5 Devon Cone, “Now, There is Nothing Safe”: A Roadmap for Investing in Afghan Women and Girls (Washington,
D.C., Refugees International, 2022).

“ There are three contexts of displacement right now: 1) women and their families evacuated and resettled in
countries with their asylum in process; 2) those evacuated and moved to a transit location that is not their country of
asylum/resettlement but is a temporary host (i.e., Albania, Greece, Turkey, etc.); and 3) those in neighboring
countries such as Iran and Pakistan. It is this last category where Afghan women are most vulnerable, as they are
mostly undocumented, trying to find resettlement and sponsorship programs, and at a risk of deportation by
governments.

*” UNHCR, Afghanistan Situation Regional Response Plan.

8 Mosadiq and others, “State of Human Rights Defenders in Afghanistan.”

7 U.S. Policy Advocates for Afghan Women and Girls Working Group, Futures in the Balance.

%® Gender in Humanitarian Action Working Group, Research on Challenges, Barriers and Opportunities for
Women-led CSOs in the Afghanistan’s Humanitarian Crisis (2022).

13



9 G@Xbejlw (olyel 4y Yliwiledl o UlRES g VU wigdes g cubldjl Wags 9 colas pac 3929 b

o) 2l )0 craglie jal alo g diwzy dde Slogys L jl SO a9 il 0sls dalsl 595 §gé> sl 0j)la
>3l oo Juawd oldls

1 Nargis Nehan, “The Rise and Fall of Women Rights in Afghanistan,” LSE Public Policy Review, vol. 2, no. 3, p. 6
(2022).
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*2 This assessment builds on the work VOICE conducted in Albania earlier this year. From January to June, 2022,
VOICE partnered with Vital Voices to build a comprehensive and feminist humanitarian response to the protection
and VAWG needs of Afghan refugees, including many Afghan WHRDs, who were awaiting resettlement in Albania.
VOICE worked collectively with implementing partners and refugee women and girls to engage them at different
response levels and sectors at two refugee hosting sites. VOICE was able to build trust with the Afghan community
and co-develop more dignified, better quality, and gender-sensitive services provided by implementing partners.
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>3 A mahram is a male chaperone, typically a male family member. Zahra Nader and Nargis Amini, “The Taliban are
Harming Afghan Women'’s Health,” Foreign Policy, 2 March 2022.

** Human Right Watch, “Afghanistan: ISIS Group Targets Religious Minorities” 6 September 2022.
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*° For more information, see www.gbvguidelines.org
** UNWomen, “Gender Alert No. 1: Women’s Rights in Afghanistan: Where are we now? (2001).
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% The Haqgani Network is a Sunni Islamist militant organization that was founded by Jalaluddin Haqgani; Haqqani
allied with the Taliban in the mid 1990s, with the alliance becoming firmly cemented in 2015.
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" Mosadiq and others, “State of Human Rights Defenders in Afghanistan.”
8 Mosadiq and others, “State of Human Rights Defenders in Afghanistan.”
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* These percentages are detailed in Chart 2 under “A: Safety and Security” above.
”° European Union Agency of Asylum, Pakistan — Situation of Afghan refugees: Country of Origin Information Report
(Luxembourg, 2022).
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" The International Organization for Migration (IOM) reports thousands of deportations from Iran to Afghanistan in
its Movement in and out Afghanistan infographics: see
https://reliefweb.int/report/afghanistan/movements-and-out-afghanistan-16-31-july-2022
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72 UN News, “Afghanistan: UNHCR alarm over forced refugee returns from Tajikistan.” 25 August 2022

3 As of the end of August 2022, the U.S. government has approved less than 2% of Afghan applications it processed
for humanitarian parole. Najib Amini and Dhruv Mehrotra, “The US Has Approved Only 123 Afghan Humanitarian
Parole Applications in the Last Year,” Reveal, 19 August 2022.
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" Human Rights Watch, Afghan Women Rights Protestors Detail Taliban Abuse (2022).
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7> Best practices include ensuring appropriate response to survivors; establishing referral mechanisms so
caseworkers and others responding to VAWG disclosures can safely refer survivors to appropriate services (such as
healthcare, psychosocial support services, etc.); and ensuring risk mitigation strategies are in place. For more
information and guidance on GBV best practice standards in humanitarian settings, see: the Inter-Agency Standing
Committee GBV Guidelines (www.gbvguidelines.org), the Interagency Gender-Based Violence Case Management
Guidelines(https://gbvresponders.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Interagency-GBV-Case-Management-Guidelin
es Final 2017 Low-Res.pdf), the Gender-Based Violence Disclosure Toolkit
(https://publichealth.wustl.edu/items/gbv-disclosure-toolkit/), and the resources available through the GBV Area of
Responsibility (https://gbvaor.net/).
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’® This includes assessing how to leverage skills, education, and experiences of displaced WHRDs who wish to work
in exile, and tailoring employment and training programs accordingly.
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